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EPISCOPAL SUCCESSION IN THE UNITED STATES 1 
IV. THE PROVINCE OF NEW ORLEANS 

The religious history of Louisiana and the Mississippi Valley 
may be traced back to the voyage of La Salle in 1681. The 
Recollect "Father Zenobius Membre bore him company and his 
account of the canoe voyage is preserved." 2 "The French gov- 
ernment asked the Holy See to erect one or more Vicariates 
Apostolic in the Mississippi Valley and the hopes of a successful 
mission appeared to the Propaganda so well founded that the 
Vicariates were actually established. But when information 
of this step reached Bishop St. Vallier 3 at Quebec, he forwarded 
to Paris and Rome a strong protest against the dismemberment 
of his diocese, without his knowledge and consent. He claimed 
the valley of the Mississippi as having been discovered by Father 
Marquette, a priest of his diocese, and Louis Jolliet, a pupil of 
his Seminary. He claimed that Father Marquette had preached 
to the natives on that river and baptized Indians there twelve 
years before. Louis XIV referred the matter to three Commis- 
sioners, and on their report, he solicited from the Holy See a 
revocation of the Vicariates which had been established," 4 about 
1685. 

The Bishops of Quebec continued to govern Louisiana and 
the Mississippi Valley until 1763. After the cession of Louisiana 
to Spain, the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction was transferred to the 
Bishop of Santiago de Cuba, who sent as his Vicar the Capuchin 
Father Cyril de Barcelona. Father Cyril was, in 1781, conse- 

1 The Chronology of the Catholic Hierarchy in the Provinces of Baltimore, 
Oregon City and St. Louis will be found in the January (1916) issue of this Review 
(Vol. i, pp. 367-390). 

2 Shea, o. c, Vol. i, p. 326. 

* The second Bishop of Quebec. 

* Shea, ibid., p. 327. 
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crated titular Bishop of Tricala and made Auxiliary of Santiago, 
and New Orleans for the first time enjoyed the presence of a 
bishop. "In 1787 the Holy See, at the instance of the King of 
Spain, divided the diocese of Santiago de Cuba and erected the 
new bishopric of St. Christopher of Havana, Louisiana and the 
Floridas. The Right Rev. Joseph de Trespalacios, Bishop of 
Porto Rico, became the first bishop of the new diocese, and 
Bishop Cyril remained as auxiliary. 5 In 1793, Bishop Cyril was 
very unceremoniously ordered to leave Louisiana by the King of 
Spain, who at the same time induced the Holy See to erect the 
new diocese of Louisiana and the Floridas, April 25, 1793. This 
diocese was bounded on the North and East by that of Baltimore 
and on the South and West by Linares and Durango in Mexico." 
The Right Rev. Louis Pefialver y Cardenas was appointed the 
first bishop and arrived in New Orleans, July 17, 1795. After 
his departure, in 1801, the diocese was administered by Vicars 
General until Archbishop Carroll, acting on a decree of the Holy 
See, dated October 1, 1805, assumed jurisdiction. As, however, 
this rescript was unsatisfactory, the Archbishop encountered 
many difficulties and asked for more definite and more ample 
authority. He sent the Rev. Louis Du Bourg as his representa- 
tive to New Orleans, August 8, 1812. Father Du Bourg was 
later appointed Bishop of Louisiana and, after the cession of 
Florida, also assumed jurisdiction over that part of the Diocese, 
which had been hitherto a source of dispute. As we have 
seen in relating the history of St. Louis, after several changes, 
the diocese of Louisiana was divided into the Dioceses of St. 
Louis and New Orleans, July 18, 1826. 

The Diocese of New Orleans is described by the Second 
Provincial Council in 1833 as comprising the States of Louisiana 
and Mississippi. Mississippi was detached in 1837 to form the 
Diocese of Natchez, and by the erection of Natchitoches, in 1853, 
New Orleans was reduced to its present limits, the southern part 
of the State, with an area of 23,208 square miles. It has, in 
1916, 315 priests, 264 churches, 20 stations and a Catholic popu- 
lation of 550,000. New Orleans was made an Archdiocese, July 
19, 1850, with Mobile, Natchez, Little Rock and Galveston as 
Suffragan Sees. To these have been added Alexandria, Dallas, 

' Shea, o. c, Vol. ii, p. 558. 
• Ibid., p. 570. 
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San Antonio, Corpus Christi and Oklahoma, covering six States 
and the western part of Florida. 

1. NEW ORLEANS (1793) 

1. The first Bishop of Louisiana was the Right Rev. Louis Pefialver y 
Cardenas, born April 3, 1749, in Cuba and ordained at Havana, April 4, 1772. 
On July 20, 1801, Bishop Pefialver was made Archbishop of Guatemala which 
See he resigned, March 1, 1806. He died in Havana, July 17, 1810. 

2. To succeed Bishop Pefialver a Franciscan, the Right Rev. Francis 
Porro y Penado, was nominated and duly appointed, but as Spain was about 
to give up possession of Louisiana, he was transferred to another Diocese. 

3. The Right Rev. William Du Bourg was born in San Domingo, February 
4, 1766, and was ordained at Paris in 1788. (Reuss, Biog. Cyclo.) When 
Louisiana was ceded to the United States, Bishop Carroll was made Apostolic 
Administrator with the faculty of naming another to fill the same office. In 
virtue of this faculty he named the Very Rev. William Du Bourg Adminis- 
trator Apostolic of Louisiana and the Floridas in 1812. On September 24, 
1815, Dr. Du Bourg was consecrated the third Bishop of Louisiana. On July 
18, 1826, Pope Leo XH, having divided the Diocese of Louisiana and erected 
the Diocese of New Orleans and St. Louis and the Vicariate Apostolic of Missis- 
sippi, accepted the resignation of Bishop Du Bourg and placed the See of New 
Orleans under the administration of Bishop Rosati, who was appointed Bishop 
of St. Louis, March 20, 1827. Bishop Rosati had already, from March 24, 
1824, been titular Bishop of Tanagra and Coadjutor of Bishop Du Bourg. 
Bishop Du Bourg was translated to the Diocese of Montauban in France, 
August 13, 1826. He was appointed Archbishop of Besancon, February 15, 
1833, and died, December 12, 1833. 

4. The Right Rev. Leo de Neckere, CM., born in Belgium, June 6, 1800, 
and ordained at St. Louis, October 13, 1822, became the first Bishop of New 
Orleans August 4, 1829, and was consecrated, May 24, 1830. He died of yellow 
fever, September 4, 1833. 

5. The Most Rev. Anthony Blanc, born October 11, 1792, and ordained 
July 22, 1816, was consecrated, November 22, 1835. He became the first 
Archbishop of New Orleans, July 19, 1850, and died, June 20, 1860. 

6. The Most Rev. J. M. Odin, born in France, February 25, 1801, and 
ordained at St. Louis, May 4, 1823, was consecrated titular Bishop of Claudio- 
polis and Vicar Apostolic of Texas, March 6, 1842. He became Bishop of 
Galveston, April 23, 1847; Archbishop of New Orleans, February 15, 1861, and 
died in France, May 25, 1870. 

7. The Most Rev. Napoleon Joseph Perche, born at Angers, France, 
January 30, 1805, and ordained, September 19, 1829 ; was consecrated titular 
Bishop of Abdera and Coadjutor to Archbishop Odin, May 1, 1870. He 
became Archbishop of New Orleans, May 25, 1870, and died, December 27, 1883. 

8. The Most Rev. F. X. Leray, born in France, April 20, 1825, and ordained 
at Natchez, March 19, 1852, was consecrated Bishop of Natchitoches, April 
22, 1877. He was appointed titular Bishop of Jonopolis and Coadjutor of 
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New Orleans, October 23, 1879, became Archbishop, December 27, 1883, and 
died in France, September 23, 1887. 

9. The Most Rev. Francis Janssens, born October 17, 1843, in Holland, 
and ordained, December 22, 1862, was consecrated Bishop of Natchez, May 1, 
1881. He was promoted to New Orleans, August 7, 1888 and died, June 10, 
1897, at sea on his way to New York, from which he intended to sail for Europe. 

10. The Most Rev. Placide Louis Chapelle, born in France, August 18, 1842, 
and ordained at Baltimore, June 29, 1865, was appointed titluar Bishop of 
Arabissus and Coadjutor of Santa Fe, August 21, 1891, and was consecrated, 
November 1, 1891. He was promoted to the titular Archbishopric of Sebaste, 
May 10, 1893, and became Archbishop of Sante Fe, January 9, 1894. He was 
made Archbishop of New Orleans, December 1, 1897. In 1899, Archbishop 
Chapelle was appointed by the Holy See Apostolic Delegate Extraordinary for 
Cuba and Porto Rico, which office he held until his death, August 9, 1905. 

The Right Rev. G. A. Rouxel, titular Biahop of Curio and Auxiliary of 
New Orleans, was consecrated April 9, 1899, and died, March 17, 1908. 

11. The present Archbishop is the Most Rev. James H. Blenk, S.M., born 
July 28, 1856, and ordained, August 16, 1885. He was appointed Bishop of 
Porto Rico, June 12, 1899, was consecrated July 2, 1899, and was promoted 
to New Orleans, April 20, 1906. 

The Right Rev. John M. Laval, born at New Orleans in 1854, appointed 
titular Bishop of Hierocaesarea, September 7, 1911, and consecrated, Novem- 
ber 29, 1911, is the Auxiliary of New Orleans. 

2. MOBILE (1825-1829) 

Mobile was erected into a parish by Bishop Saint Vallier of 
Quebec in 1703, 7 and the history of Southern Alabama is bound 
up with that of Louisiana, of which diocese it was a part, until 
1822, when it was detached at the instance of Bishop Du Bourg, 
to form part of a new Vicariate. But as Northern Alabama and 
Mississippi belonged to the diocese of Baltimore, Archbishop 
Marechal protested against the dismemberment of his diocese 
without his consent, and Pope Pius VIII, July 14, 1823, abrogated 
the letters creating the Vicariate. The Archbishop "then for- 
mally abdicated his jurisdiction over the two States, and the 
Pope by his Bull of August 19, 1825, placed Mississippi under the 
care of Bishop Du Bourg as Vicar Apostolic, and on August 26, 
1825, Alabama and Florida were made a Vicariate Apostolic, 
which Pius VIII, May 15, 1829, erected into the dioceseof Mobile." 8 

Still later, Eastern Florida became first a Vicariate and finally 
the Diocese of Saint Augustine; and the Diocese of Mobile was 

7 Shea, o. c, Vol. i, p. 546. 
« Ibid.. Vol. iii, p. 73. 
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confined to the State of Alabama and Western Florida. It has 
an area of 58,821 square miles, 51,540 in Alabama and 7,281 in 
Florida. It has, in 1916, 129 priests, 102 churches, 213 stations 
and chapels and a Catholic population of about 46,000. 

1. The first vicar Apostolic was the Bight Rev. Michael Portier, born in 
France, September 7, 1795. He came to America in 1817 with Bishop Du Bourg 
and was ordained at St. Louis in 1818. He was consecrated titular Bishop of 
Oleno, November 5, 1826, and became Bishop of Mobile, May 15, 1829. He 
died, May 14, 1859. 

2. The Right Rev. John Quinlan, born in Ireland, October 19, 1826, was 
ordained at Cincinnati, August 30, 1852, and was consecrated, December 4, 
1859. He died, March 9, 1883. 

3. The Right Rev. Dominic Manucy was born, December 20, 1823, at 
St. Augustine, Florida, and was ordained, August 15, 1850, by Bishop Portier. 
He was consecrated titular Bishop of Dulma and Vicar Apostolic of Brownsville, 
December 8, 1874. He was made Bishop of Mobile, March 9, 1884. His 
resignation as Bishop of Mobile was accepted, October 9, 1884, and he was 
reappointed Vicar Apostolic of Brownsville, with the title of Bishop of Maronia, 
February 7, 1885. He died, December 4, 1885, before returning to Texas. 

4. The Right Rev. Jeremiah O'Sullivan was born in County Cork, Ireland, 
February 6, 1842, and was ordained at Baltimore, June 30, 1868. He was 
consecrated, September 20, 1885, and died, August 10, 1896. 

5. The present bishop is the Right Rev. Edward P. Allen, born at Boston, 
March 17, 1853, and ordained, December 17, 1881. He was President of 
Mount Saint Mary's College, Emmitsburg, Md., when he was appointed Bishop 
of Mobile, April 10, 1897. He was consecrated. May 16, 1897. 

3. NATCHEZ (1837) 

Catholic Missionary work began in Mississippi with the expe- 
dition of Marquette, La Salle and Iberville, and the second Bishop 
of Quebec, Saint Vallier, sent a priest who labored in the neighbor- 
hood of what is now Natchez. "When Spain relinquished to the 
United States," says Shea, "Natchez and the district which she 
had captured from England and which, of course, was not con- 
veyed by the treaty of 1783, the old French town, which had been 
regarded from its foundation as a part of Louisiana, was finally 
severed from it and became a part of the United States. It was 
henceforth regarded as belonging to the Diocese of Baltimore."' 
Shea also writes: "Pope Pius VIII, August 19, 1825, placed Mis- 
sissippi under the care of Bishop Du Bourg as Vicar Apostolic," 10 
but the administration actually fell to the share of Bishop Rosati 

8 Shea, o. c, Vol. ii, p. 504. 
10 Shea, o. c. Vol. iii, p. 73. 
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first as Coadjutor of Bishop Du Bourg and afterwards as Bishop 
of St. Louis. The Diocese of Natchez was erected July 28, 1837, 
and comprises the State of Mississippi with an area of 46,340 
square miles. It has, in 1916, 51 priests, 108 churches, 54 
stations with a Catholic population of 28,003. The Rev. Thomas 
Heyden was chosen as the first bishop, but he declined the office. 

1. The first bishop was the Right Rev. John J. Chanche, born at Baltimore, 
Md., October 4, 1795. He was ordained, June 5, 1819, by Archbishop Marechal, 
was appointed Bishop of Natchez, December 15, 1840, and was consecrated, 
March 14, 1841. He died, July 22, 1852. 

2. The Right Rev. James Oliver Van de Velde was born in Belgium, April 3, 
1795, became a Jesuit and was ordained at Baltimore by Archbishop Marechal, 
September 25, 1827. He was consecrated Bishop of Chicago, February 11, 
1849, was translated to Natchez, July 29, 1853, and died, November 13, 1855. 

3. The Right Rev. William Henry Elder, born at Baltimore, March 22, 
1819, was ordained at Rome, March 29, 1846, and was consecrated Bishop of 
Natchez, May 3, 1857. On January 30, 1880, he was made titular Bishop of 
Avara and Coadjutor of Cincinnati. On the death of Archbishop Purcell, 
he became Archbishop of Cincinnati. He died, October 31, 1904. 

4. The Most Rev. Francis Janssens, born at Tillburg, Holland, October 17, 
1843, and ordained at Louvain, December 21, 1867, was consecrated Bishop of 
Natchez, May 1, 1881, and was transferred to New Orleans, August 6, 1888. 
He died, June 10, 1897. 

5. The Right Rev. Thomas Heslin, born in Ireland in April, 1847, and or- 
dained at Mobile, September 18, 1869, was consecrated Bishop of Natchez, 
June 18, 1889. He died, February 22, 1911. 

6. The present bishop is the Right Rev. John Edward Gunn, S.M., born in 
County Tyrone, Ireland, March 15, 1863, and ordained, February 2, 1890. 
He was appointed Bishop of Natchez, June 29, 1911, and was consecrated, 
August 29, 1911. 

4. LITTLE ROCK (1843) 

"Catholicity found an early home in Arkansas, and Tonti, 
the founder of the State, made a grant of land to the Jesuit 
Fathers to look after the religion of the settlers. The French 
frontiersmen, however, were not models of attachment to the 
faith or the practice of their religion. A chapel erected at the 
Post of Arkansas was attended at intervals, but neither under 
French or Spanish rule did it ever attain prosperity." 11 Neither 
were the efforts of Bishop Du Bourg and Bishop Rosati very suc- 
cessful. Arkansas became a part of the Diocese of St. Louis 
from which it was detached, together with Indian Territory, by 

11 Shea, o. c, Vol. iv, p. 285. 
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Gregory XVI, who erected the Diocese of Little Rock, November 
28, 1843. Indian Territory was erected into a Prefecture Apos- 
tolic in 1876 by Pope Pius IX, and the diocese at present com- 
prises the State of Arkansas with an area of 53,045 square miles, 
and has 76 priests, 107 churches, 124 stations and chapels, 
with a Catholic population of about 23,000. 

1. The first bishop was the Right Rev. Andrew Byrne, born in the County 
Meath, Ireland, December 5, 1802. He came to America with Bishop England 
in 1820 and was ordained at Charleston, November 11, 1827. He was conse- 
crated, March 10, 1844, and died, June 10, 1862. The confusion of the Civil 
War caused a long vacancy during which the Diocese was under the adminis- 
tration of the Very Rev. P. O'Reilly until the appointment of 

2. The Right Rev. Edward Fitzgerald, who was born at Limerick, Ireland, 
October 28, 1833. He was ordained at Cincinnati, August 22, 1857, was 
consecrated, February 3, 1867, and died, February 21, 1907. 

3. The present bishop is the Right Rev. John B. Morris, born in Tennessee, 
June 29, 1866, and ordained at Rome, June 11, 1892. He was appointed titular 
Bishop of Acmonia and Coadjutor, April 9, 1906, and became Bishop of Little 
Rock, February 21, 1907. 

5. GALVESTON (1840-1847) 

The first religious ministrations in Texas of which we have 
any definite information were those of the French priests who 
accompanied La Salle in his wild and unfortunate expedition 
to conquer the Spanish Mining Country. But the church which 
grew up in that province and which has left the names drawn 
from the calendar to town and headland and river was the Church 
of Mexico. The pioneer Spanish priest was the Franciscan, 
Damian Mazanet, who accompanied the expedition of Alonso 
de Leon in 1689. The Venerable Anthony Margil after- 
wards worked in Texas for many years. The Bishop of Guada- 
lajara, Philip Joseph Galindo, made a visitation north of the Rio 
Grande and made arrangements for the establishment of missions 
along that River, the principal of which was in 1718 transferred 
to San Antonio. Bishop Francis de San Buenaventura Tejada 
traversed the whole province in 1759 and on the 19th of Novem- 
ber of that year made his visitation of the church of San Fernando 
in the town of San Antonio where he confirmed 644 persons. 
After his laborious visitation this holy bishop continued his care 
of Texas and endeavored by correspondence to excite the clergy 
and faithful to their duties. After his death, December 20, 1760, 
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Texas remained subject to his successors, Bishop Rivas de Velasco 
(1762) and Bishop Alcalde O.P. (1772), until the erection of the 
See of Nueva Leon or Linares, December 15, 1777, when it was 
included in the new Diocese. There is no record of any actual 
visitation of Texas by these later bishops. The Indian missions 
remained under the care of the Franciscans and, in 1777, Father 
Pedro Ramirez was President of all the Texas Missions and by an 
indult of Pope Clement XIV was authorized to administer 
Confirmation, which he did for the first time at the mission of 
San Jose, May 10, 1778. On the 20th of July, 1801, the 
energetic and vigilant Bishop de Porras was raised to the See of 
Linares and soon began a thorough visitation of his Diocese. 
Bishop de Porras died in 1815 and his successor, the Right Rev. 
Joseph Ignatius deArancivia, found that religion had suffered terri- 
bly during the Civil War. 12 The secession of Texas from Mexico 
and its establishment as an independent republic destroyed 
finally almost every vestige of religion and "Pope Gregory XVI 
wrote to the Bishop of New Orleans to send a capable priest to 
examine and report on the actual state of affairs. The Bishop 
selected the Very Rev. John Timon, Visitor of the Congregation 
of the Mission (Lazarists), who, with the consent of Bishop Rosati, 
of St. Louis, set out and reached Galveston in December, 1838." u 
Father Timon was appointed Prefect Apostolic in 1839, with 
power to administer Confirmation, and he in turn sent the Rev. 
John M. Odin, CM., as Vice Prefect. Pope Gregory XVI 
erected the Vicariate Apostolic of Texas July 16, 1841, and Pope 
Pius IX, April 23, 1847, erected the Diocese of Galveston. There 
are now in the State of Texas four other Dioceses, Dallas, San 
Antonio, Corpus Christi and El Paso. This last-named Diocese 
belongs to the Province of Santa Fe. Galveston at the present 
day comprises a relatively small part of Southeastern Texas, with 
an area of 43,000 square miles. It has, in 1916, 93 priests, 112 
churches, 56 chapels and stations and a Catholic population 
of 67,000. 

1. The first bishop of Galveston was the Right Rev. J. M. Odin, born at 
Amberlie, France, February 25, 1801, and ordained at St. Louis, May 4, 1823. 
He was consecrated titular Bishop of Claudiopolis and Vicar Apostolic of Texas, 
March 6, 1842. When the Diocese of Galveston was erected in 1847 he became 

11 Shea, o. c. Vol. iii, pp. 707-11. 
»• Ibid., p. 713. 
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the first Bishop. He was made Archbishop of New Orleans in 1861 and died 
at his native place in France, May 25, 1870. 

2. The Right Rev. C. M. Dubuis, born in France, March 10, 1817, and or- 
dained, June 1, 1844, was consecrated, November 23, 1862. He retired in 1881, 
but retained the title of Bishop of Galveston until 1894, when he was promoted 
to the titular Archbishopric of Area. He died in France, May 21, 1895. 

The Right Rev. Peter Dufal, born November 8, 1822, ordained September 
8, 1852, and consecrated titular Bishop of Delcon and Vicar Apostolic of 
Eastern Bengal, November 25, 1860, came to Galveston and was made 
Coadjutor, May 14, 1878. He resigned in 1880, and died in Paris in 1898. 
He was never Bishop of Galveston. 

3. The present bishop is the Right Rev. Nicholas A. Gallagher, born 
February 19, 1846, and ordained, December 25, 1868. He was appointed to the 
titular See of Canopus, January 10, 1882, and was consecrated, April 30, 1882. 
He administered the affairs of the Diocese as Coadjutor until December 16, 
1892, when he became Bishop of Galveston, upon the final resignation and 
promotion of Bishop Dubuis. 

6. NATCHITOCHES-ALEXANDRIA (1853-1910) 
The Diocese of Alexandria comprises the northern part of 
the State of Louisiana with an area of 22,122 square miles. It was 
erected July 29, 1853, as the Diocese of Natchitoches. The 
Venerable Antonio Margil, a Franciscan missionary, whose 
canonization is in process, was the first priest to minister within 
the territory now comprising the Diocese, in 1717. In 1910, at 
the request of the present bishop, Pope Pius X removed the seat 
of the Diocese to Alexandria, a progressive railroad centre with 
a large Catholic population. It had, in 1916, 37 priests, 72 
churches, 24 stations and a Catholic population of about 36,400. 

1. The first bishop was the Right Rev. Augustus M. Martin, born in Brit- 
tany, France, February 3, 1803, and ordained in 1828. He was as a Seminarian a 
protege of the Abb6 de Lammenais and was afterwards a great friend of Monta- 
lembert. He came to America with Bishop de Hailandiere of Vincennes and was 
for six years Vicar General of that Diocese. His health failing, he went to 
Louisiana and, in 1852, was Vicar General of Bishop Blanc of New Orleans. 
He was consecrated, November 30, 1853, and died, September 29, 1875. 

2. The second bishop was the Right Rev. Francis Xavier Leray, born in 
France, April 20, 1825, and ordained at Natchez, March 19, 1852, was con- 
secrated, April 22, 1877. He was named Coadjutor in 1879 and Archbishop of 
New Orleans in 1883, but retained the administration of Natchitoches until 
the appointment of the third bishop, 

3. The Right Rev. Anthony Durier, born in France, August 8, 1832, and 
ordained at Cincinnati, October 28, 1856. He was consecrated, March 19, 
1885, and died, February 28, 1904. 
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4. The present bishop is the Right Rev. Cornelius Van de Ven, born in 
Belgium, June 16, 1865, and ordained, May 31, 1890. He was appointed 
Bishop of Natchitoches, August 10, 1904, and was consecrated, November 30, 
1904. He was made Bishop of Alexandria, August 6, 1910. 

7. SAN ANTONIO (1874) 
As we have seen when relating the history of Galveston, San 
Antonio became in 1718 the seat of the principal mission of those 
established north of the Rio Grande by Bishop Galindo of 
Guadalajara. It was erected into a diocese, by Pope Pius IX, 
September 3, 1874. It is described in the Catholic Directory as 
comprising "Texas between the Colorado and the Rio Grande, 
except that portion south of the Arroyo de los Hermanos on the 
Rio Grande, and the counties of Live Oak, Bee, Goliad and 
Refugio" with an area of 116,000 square miles. The Directory 
in 1915 reduces the area to 90,909 square miles and in 1916 to 
60,810 square miles. These reductions were caused by the estab- 
lishment of the Diocese of Dallas in 1890 and El Paso in 1914. 
The Directory of 1916 still retains the original description. 

The Diocese has in 1916, 154 priests, 166 churches, 68 stations 
and chapels and a Catholic population of about 143,600. 

1. The first bishop was the Right Rev. Anthony Dominic Pellicier, born at 
St. Augustine, Fla., December 7, 1824, and ordained at Mobile, October 15, 
1850. He was consecrated, December 8, 1874, and died, April 14, 1880. 

2. The Right Rev. John C. Neraz, born in France, January 12, 1828, and 
ordained at Galveston, February 19, 1853, was consecrated, May 8, 1881, and 
died, November 15, 1894. 

3. The Right Rev. John Anthony Forest, born in France, December 25, 
1838, and ordained at New Orleans, May 3, 1863, was appointed, August 27, 
1895, and was consecrated, October 28, 1895. He died, March 11, 1911. 

4. The present bishop is the Right Rev. John William Shaw, born at Mobile, 
December 12, 1863, and ordained at Rome, May 26, 1888. He was appointed 
Coadjutor, February 7, 1910, and was consecrated, April 14, 1910, titular 
Bishop of Castabala. He was appointed Administrator of the Diocese, May 
18, 1910, on account of the ill health of Bishop Forest, and became Bishop of 
San Antonio, March 11, 1911. 

8. CORPUS CHRISTI (1874-1912) 

Pope Pius IX established the Vicariate of Brownsville Sep- 
tember 3, 1874; at the same time as he erected the Diocese of San 
Antonio. It covers the extreme southeastern part of Texas, an 
area of 22,391 square miles. Less than sixty years ago this part 
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of Texas was inhabited entirely by Indians. The first white 
settlers came about 1852. Even in 1866, it is said, there was not 
a fence nor a railroad to be seen from San Antonio to Brownsville. 
The Oblate Fathers located in the territory in 1852, after which 
there began to be some progress in religion. The Vicariate was 
erected into the Diocese of Corpus Christi, March 23, 1912, by 
Pope Pius X. It has 52 priests, 30 churches, 78 missions and 
about 200 stations with a Catholic population of 87,300. 

1. The first vicar Apostolic was the Right Rev. Dominic Manucy, born 
at St. Augustine, Fla., December 20, 1823, and ordained at Mobile, August 15, 
1850. He was consecrated titular Bishop of Dulma and Vicar Apostolic, 
December 8, 1874. He became Bishop of Mobile, March 9, 1884, but resigned 
the same year and was reappointed to Brownsville with the title of Bishop of 
Maronia. He died, December 4, 1885. 

2. The Right Rev. Peter Verdaguer, born in Spain, January 4, 1835, and 
ordained at San Francisco, December 12, 1862, was appointed titular Bishop of 
Aulona, July 26, 1890, and was consecrated, November 9, 1890. He died, 
October 26, 1911. 

3. The first and present bishop of Corpus Christi is the Right Rev. Paul 
Joseph Nussbaum, C.P., born at Philadelphia, September 7, 1870, and ordained, 
May 20, 1894. He was appointed, April 4, 1913, and was consecrated, May 20, 
1913. 

9. DALLAS (1890) 

The Diocese of Dallas was erected by Pope Leo XIII in 1890. 
According to the Catholic Directory it originally comprised "109 
counties in the northern and northwestern portion of Texas and 
El Paso and Culberson Counties in the western portion" (these 
two latter counties being cut off entirely from the rest by the 
Diocese of San Antonio), with an area of 109,209 square miles. 
The Catholic Encyclopedia describes it as comprising 108 counties 
and El Paso County with an area of 118,000 square miles. 14 The 
erection of the Diocese of El Paso has reduced the area to 98,266 
square miles. Like the rest of Southern and Western Texas its 
development has been very recent. It has 93 priests, 106 
churches, and 78 stations and a Catholic population of about 
33,000. 

1. The first bishop was the Right Rev. Thomas F. Brennan, born in County 
Tipperary, Ireland, in October, 1853, and ordained, July 4, 1883. He was 
consecrated at Erie, Pa., April 5, 1891. He was translated February 1, 1893, 
to the titular See of Utilla and made Auxiliary to Bishop Power of St. John's, 

" Article. Dallas. 
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Newfoundland. He was removed in December, 1904, and was called to Rome 
and was transferred, October 7, 1905, to the titular See of Cesarea in Morocco. 
During the last years of his life he resided at the Basilian Monastery of 
Grottaferrata, near Rome, where he died, March 21, 1916. 

2. The Right Rev. Edward Joseph Dunne, born in Ireland, January 15, 
1846, and ordained at Baltimore, June 29, 1871, was elected Bishop of Dallas, 
September 24, 1893, and was consecrated, November SO, 1893. He died, August 
5, 1910. 

3. The present bishop is the Right Rev. Joseph Patrick Lynch, born at 
St. Joseph, Mich., November 16, 1872, and ordained, June 9, 1900, at St. Louis. 
He was elected Bishop of Dallas, June 8, 1911, and was consecrated, July 12, 
1911. 

10. OKLAHOMA (1876-1891-1905) 

When the Diocese of Little Rock was erected in 1843, it com- 
prised, as we have seen, the State of Arkansas and Indian Terri- 
tory. The Benedictine Fathers were the first missionaries in 
Indian Territory, where they established themselves at the Sacred 
Heart Abbey. In 1876 the Right Rev. Isidore Robot, O.S.B., 
was made Prefect Apostolic and when he died, February 15, 1887, 
he was succeeded by the Right Rev. Ignatius Jean, O.S.B., who 
resigned in 1890. Pope Leo XIII, May 29, 1891, erected the 
Vicariate Apostolic of Indian Territory and Pope Pius X, August 
23, 1905, made it the Diocese of Oklahoma, which embraces the 
whole State. It has, in 1916, 95 priests, 142 churches, 184 
stations and chapels and a Catholic population of 38,233, of 
which 3,104 are Indians. The Catholic Directory gives the area 
of the Diocese 69,414 square miles. The Catholic Encyclopedia 
gives the area of the State as 73,910 square miles. 

1. The first vicar Apostolic was the Right Rev. Theophile Meerschaert, 
born in Belgium, August 24, 1847, and ordained, December 23, 1871. He was 
appointed titular Bishop of Sydima, June 2, 1891, and was consecrated, Sept- 
ember 8, 1891. He became the first Bishop of Oklahoma, August 23, 1905. 

V. THE PROVINCE OF NEW YORK (1808-1850) 

When the Diocese of Baltimore was divided by Pope Pius VII on 
April 8, 1808, the Diocese of New York had assigned to it as its 
limits the whole State of the same name and what was known at 
that time as East Jersey. The Second Provincial Council, in 
1833, to make the description clearer, asked the Holy See to declare 



EPISCOPAL SUCCESSION IN THE UNITED STATES 139 

that the part of New Jersey belonging to the Diocese of New York 
comprised the Counties of Sussex, Bergen, Morris, Essex, Somer- 
set, Middlesex and Monmouth. Pope Pius IX, July 19, 1850, 
made New York an Archdiocese comprising the State of New 
York, a part of New Jersey and all the New England States. The 
original Suffragans of New York were Albany and Buffalo which 
had been erected in 1847, Boston (1808), and Hartford (1843). 
To these were added Brooklyn, Newark and Burlington in 1853, 
Rochester in 1868, and Ogdensburg in 1872. When Boston was 
made an Archdiocese in 1875, the three New England Dioceses 
were taken from New York. Since 1875 have been added Trenton 
in 1881 and Syracuse in 1886. The Laity's Directory, published 
in New York in 1822, which appears to be the first of the series of 
Directories which has been continued with a few interruptions 
down to the present day, giving " the state of religion in the bish- 
opric of New York," says, "this city contains two Catholic 
Churches, viz, the Cathedral (St. Patrick's) and St. Peter's. 
In Albany there is also a Catholic church, a neat and compact 
building. In Utica a large and beautiful church has lately been 
erected. In Rome there is as yet no church, but a lot is reserved 
on which one will be built as soon as the number of Catholics 
will render its erection necessary. In Auburn, an agreeable little 
town, there is likewise a church recently erected. In New Jersey, 
in the town of Paterson, there is also one which is regularly 
attended by a clergyman. In Carthage, near the Black River, 
a small and neat church has been lately erected." Then follows 
a list of the clergy "officiating in this Diocese," which consists of 
the names of Bishop Connolly and eight priests. After the first 
division of New York in 1847, Bishop Hughes had left to him 
eighty-eight priests and there were in the City of New York 
seventeen churches. Today, after all the reductions of territory, 
there are in the Diocese 891 churches and chapels and 35 stations, 
1,101 priests; 699 diocesan and 402 regular, serving a Catholic 
population of 1,219,920. The present area of the Diocese is 4,717 
square miles in the State of New York, to which must be added 
4,466 square miles in the Bahama Islands which are under its 
jurisdiction. The Province now includes the States of New York 
and New Jersey and the Bahamas. 
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1. NEW YORK (1808) 

1. The first bishop the Right Rev. Luke Concanen, O.P., born in County 
Roscommon, Ireland, and ordained, December 22, 1770, passed most of his life 
as a Dominican in Rome. He was consecrated Bishop of New York, at Rome, 
April 24, 1808, when almost 70 years of age. He died in Naples, June 19, 
1810, without ever coming to America. 

2. The Right Rev. John Connolly, also a Dominican, was born at Drogheda 
in County Meath, Ireland, in 1750. He was therefore 64 years of age when he 
was appointed by Pope Pius VII, Bishop of New York. He was consecrated 
at Rome, November 6, 1814, and died, February 5, 1825, at New York. 

3. The Right Rev. John Dubois was born at Paris, August 24, 1764. He 
was ordained, September 22, 1787, and came to the United States in August, 
1791. He was the founder of Mount St. Mary's College, Emmitsburg, Md. 
He was consecrated Bishop of New York, October 29, 1826, and died, December 
20, 1842. 

4. The Most Rev. John Hughes, fourth Bishop and first Archbishop of 
New York, was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, June 24, 1797. He came 
to America in 1817 and was ordained, October 15, 1826. He was appointed 
Coadjutor to Bishop Dubois, was consecrated titular Bishop of Basileopolis, 
January 7, 1838, and was made Administrator of the Diocese. He became 
Bishop of New York, December 20, 1842; Archbishop, July 19, 1850; and died, 
January 3, 1864. 

5. His Eminence John Cardinal McCloskey, born in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
March 10, 1810, was ordained, January 12, 1834. He was consecrated titular 
Bishop of Axiere and Coadjutor of New York, March 10, 1844, was translated 
as first Bishop to Albany, May 21, 1847, and became Archbishop of New York, 
May 6, 1864. He was created Cardinal Priest of the title of Sancta Maria 
Super Minervam, March 15, 1875. (The first American Cardinal.) He died, 
October 10, 1885. 

6. The Most Rev. Michael Augustine Corrigan, born in Newark, N. J., 
August 31, 1839, and ordained at Rome, September 19, 1863, was consecrated 
Bishop of Newark, May 4, 1873. He was made titular Archbishop of Petra 
and Coadjutor, October 1, 1880, became Archbishop of New York, October 10, 
1885, and died, May 5, 1902. 

7. The present Archbishop is His Eminence John Cardinal Farley, born in 
County Armagh, Ireland, April 20, 1842, and ordained at Rome, June 11, 
1870. He was appointed titular Bishop of Zuegma and Auxiliary of New York, 
November 18, 1895, and was consecrated, December 21, 1895. He became 
Archbishop of New York, September 25, 1902, and was created Cardinal Priest, 
of the title of Sancta Maria Super Minervam, November 27, 1911. 

The Right Rev. Patrick J. Hayes was appointed titular Bishop of Tagaste 
and Auxiliary of New York, July 3, 1914, and was consecrated, October 28, 
1914. He was born in New York City, November 20, 1867, and was ordained, 
September 8, 1892. 



EPISCOPAL SUCCESSION IN THE UNITED STATES 141 

2. ALBANY (1847) 

The Diocese of Albany was erected by Pope Pius IX, April 23, 
1847. It embraces twenty-three counties of the State of New 
York. 

"It was a district with a past, famous in the annals of the Church and 
of the border wars. Here Brother Rene Goupil and Father Isaac 
Jogues laid down their lives; here Catherine Tegakwitha was baptised 
and began her career of perfection and sanctity. Here the Jesuits 
had for years labored to convert the Mohawks, Oneidas and Onondagas, 
a little band descended from their converts remaining at St. Regis. 
The Diocese contained about twenty-five churches, attended by thirty- 
four priests, but had no institutions except an Orphan Asylum at Albany 
and one at Utica under the Sisters of Charity, with free schools at Utica 
and Troy." 16 

Its limits thus established included the future Dioceses of 
Ogdensburg and Syracuse. It now comprises thirteen counties 
and part of two others with an area of 10,419 square miles and 
within these reduced limits there are, in 1916, 237 priests and 174 
churches, 91 chapels and stations and a Catholic population 
of 210,000. 

1. The first bishop was His Eminence, John Cardinal McCloskey. He 
became Bishop of Albany, May 21, 1847, and Archbishop of New York, May 
6, 1864. {See New York.) 

2. The Right Rev. John J. Conroy was appointed Bishop of Albany, July 7, 
1865, and was consecrated, October 16, 1865. He resigned, October 16, 1877, 
was translated to the titular See of Curium, March 22, 1878, and died, November 
20, 1895. 

S. The Right Rev. Francis McNeirny was appointed titular Bishop of 
Rhesina and Coadjutor of Albany, December 22, 1871, and was consecrated, 
April 21, 1872. He was made administrator of the Diocese, January 18, 1874, 
and became Bishop of Albany, October 16, 1877. He died, January 2, 1894. 

4. The Right Rev. Thomas M. A. Burke, born at Utica, New York, January 
10, 1840, and ordained June 30, 1864, was appointed Bishop of Albany, May 
15, 1894, and was consecrated, July 1, 1894. He died, January 10, 1915. 

5. The present bishop is the Right Rev. Thomas F. Cusack, born in New 
York City, February 22, 1862, and ordained, May 30, 1885. He was made titular 
Bishop of Themiscyra, and Auxiliary of New York, March 11, 1904, and was 
consecrated, April 25, 1904. He became Bishop of Albany, July 5, 1915. 

3. BUFFALO (1847) 

The Diocese of Buffalo was erected April 23, 1847, by Pope 
Pius IX, who cut off from New York sixteen counties in the west- 

15 Shea, o. c. Vol. iv, p. 126. 
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ern part of the State. The Diocese as then erected contained 
sixteen churches with the same number of priests. The Diocese 
of Rochester was taken from it in 1868. It now consists of 
eight counties with an area of 6,357 square miles and has, in 1916, 
415 priests with 221 churches and stations and 41 chapels and a 
Catholic population of 310,000. 

1 . The first bishop was the Right Rev. John Timon, CM., born at Conewago, 
Pa., February 12, 1797. He joined the Lazarists in 1823 and was ordained by 
Bishop Rosati of St. Louis in 1825. He was consecrated Bishop of Buffalo, 
October 17, 1847, and died, April 16, 1867. 

2. The Right Rev. Stephen V. Ryan, CM., born in Canada, January 1, 
1825, and ordained at St. Louis, June 24, 1829, was consecrated, November 8, 
1868. He died, April 10, 1896. 

3. The Right Rev. James Edward Quigley, born in Ontario, Canada, October 
15, 1854, and ordained, April 12, 1879, was appointed Bishop of Buffalo, Novem- 
ber 30, 1896, and was consecrated, February 24, 1897. He became Archbishop 
of Chicago, January 8, 1903, and died, July 10, 1915. 

4. The Right Rev. Charles Henry Col ton, born in New York in 1848 and 
ordained, June 10, 1876, was appointed Bishop of Buffalo, June 10, 1903, and 
was consecrated, August 24, 1903. He died, May 10, 1915. 

5. The present bishop is the Right Rev. Dennis J. Dougherty, born at 
Girardville, Pa., August 16, 1865, and ordained at Rome, May 31, 1890. He was 
appointed first American Bishop of Nueva Segovia, in the Philippine Islands, 
June 10, 1903, and was consecrated June 14, 1903, at Rome. On the death 
of Bishop Rooker he was translated to the diocese of Jaro, June 21, 1908. He 
was appointed Bishop of Buffalo, December 9, 1915, and was installed, 
June 7, 1916. 

4. BROOKLYN (1853) 

The Diocese of Brooklyn was erected July 29, 1853, by Pope 
Pius IX and comprises the whole of Long Island, an area of 1,007 
square miles. From practically nothing has been developed a 
great Diocese with 535 priests, 229 churches and a Catholic popu- 
lation of 750,000. 

1. The first bishop was the Right Rev. John Loughlin. He was born in 
County Down, Ireland, December 20, 1817, was ordained at New York, 
October 18, 1840, and was consecrated Bishop of Brooklyn, October 30, 1853. 
He died, December 29, 1891. 

2. The second and present bishop is the Right Rev. Charles E. McDonnell, 
born in New York City, February 1, 1854. He was ordained at Rome, May 19, 
1878, was appointed Bishop of Brooklyn, March 11, 1892, and was consecrated, 
April 15, 1892. 
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The Right Rev. George William Mundelein was appointed titular Bishop 
of Loryma and Auxiliary of Brooklyn, June 30, 1909, and was consecrated, 
September 21, 1909. He was made Archbishop of Chicago, December 9, 
1915. 

5. NEWARK (1853) 

To form the Diocese of Newark, Pope Pius IX detached from 
the Diocese of New York the eastern part of New Jersey and from 
Philadelphia the western and southern part of the same State. 
The original limits were therefore the whole State of New Jersey. 
In 1881 the Diocese of Trenton was formed and Newark now 
covers only seven counties in the northern part of the State with 
an area of 1,699 square miles. The first bishop, upon taking 
possession, found three churches in Newark and thirty in the rest 
of the Diocese. The Catholic Directory of 1916 tells us there are 
in the Diocese of Newark 487 priests and 349 churches and chapels 
and a Catholic population of 425,000. 

1. The first bishop was the Right Rev. James Roosevelt Bayley, born at 
Rye, New York, August 23, 1814, and ordained at New York, March 2, 1844. 
He was consecrated, October 30, 1853, was promoted to Baltimore, July 30, 
1872, and died, October 3, 1877. 

2. The Right Rev. Michael Augustine Corrigan was born at Newark, 
August 13, 1839, and was ordained at Rome, September 19, 1863. He was 
consecrated Bishop of Newark, May 4, 1873, became Archbishop of New 
York, October 10, 1885, and died, May 5, 1902. 

3. The Right Rev. Winand Michael Wigger, born at New York, December 
9, 1841, was ordained at Genoa, Italy, June 10, 1865, and was consecrated Bishop 
of Newark, October 18, 1881. He died, January 5, 1901. 

4. The present bishop is the Right Rev. John Joseph O'Connor, born at 
Newark, June 11, 1855. He was ordained at Louvain, December 22, 1877, 
was chosen Bishop of Newark, November 7, 1901, and was consecrated, July 
25, 1901. 

6. ROCHESTER (1868) 

The Diocese of Rochester was erected March 3, 1868, by Pope 
Pius IX. It comprises twelve counties in Western New York, 
taken from the Diocese of Buffalo, with an area of 7,455 square 
miles. It has grown from 60 churches and 38 priests 
in 1868, to 204 priests and 170 churches and chapels, in 1916, 
with a Catholic population of 159,840. 

1. The first bishop was the Right Rev. Bernard J. McQuaid, born in New 
York, December 15, 1823. He was appointed Bishop of Rochester, March 3, 
1868, and was consecrated, July 12, 1868. He died, January 18, 1909. 

2. The second and present bishop is the Right Rev. Thomas Francis Hickey , 
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born in 1861 and ordained, March 25, 1884. He was made titular Bishop of 
Berenice, February 18, 1905, and Coadjutor, was consecrated, May 24, 
1905, and became Bishop of Rochester on the death of Bishop McQuaid, 
January 18, 1909. 

7. OGDENSBURG (1872) 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg occupies historic territory and 
was the scene, in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, of 
the glorious work of many of the heroic French missionaries. 
What we may call its modern religious history begins in the early 
part of the nineteenth century, when French and German and 
Irish immigrants began to settle in Northern New York. This 
region was a part of the Diocese of New York until 1847 and of 
Albany until the erection of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Feb- 
ruary 15, 1872, by Pope Pius IX. Its area is 12,036 square miles, 
to a great extent occupied by the wooded wilderness of the 
Adirondack Mountains. In 1916, it has 143 priests and 256 
churches, stations and chapels, and a Catholic population of 
98,000. 

1. The first bishop was the Right Rev. Edgar P. Wadhams, born in Essex 
County, New York, May 17, 1817, and ordained at Albany, January 15, 
1850. He was consecrated Bishop of Ogdensburg, May 5, 1872, and died, 
December 5, 1891. 

2. The second and present bishop is the Right Rev. Henry Gabriels, born 
in Belgium, October 6, 1838, and ordained at Ghent, September 21, 1861. He 
was appointed Bishop of Ogdensburg, December 20, 1891, and was consecrated, 
May 5, 1892. 

The Right Rev. Joseph H. Conroy, born in 1858, ordained June 11, 1881, 
appointed titular Bishop of Arindela, March 11, 1912, and consecrated, 
May 1, 1912, is the Auxiliary of Ogdensburg. 

8. TRENTON (1881) 

As we have seen above the western and southern part of the 
State of New Jersey belonged originally to the Diocese of Phila- 
delphia. The Diocese of Newark, when established in 1853, 
included the whole State. The Diocese of Trenton, erected by 
Pope Leo XIII, July 15, 1881, comprises fourteen counties of the 
State. It includes all the sea coast with its many summer 
resorts. The first Mass celebrated in this region was at Wood- 
bridge, about 1672, and the first church in the city of Trenton 
was built in 1814. In 1916, it has 188 churches and chapels 
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and 118 stations, served by 209 priests, with a Catholic popula- 
tion of about 168,000. 

1. The first bishop was the Right Rev. Michael Joseph O'Farrell, born at 
Limerick, Ireland, December 2, 1832. He was ordained, August 18, 1855, was 
consecrated Bishop of Trenton, November 1, 1881, and died, April 2, 1894. 

2. The second and present bishop is the Right Reverend James Augustine 
McFaul, born in County Antrim, Ireland, June 6, 1850. He was ordained, 
May 26, 1877, was appointed Bishop of Trenton, July 20, 1894, and was conse- 
crated, October 18, 1894. 

9. SYRACUSE (1886) 

The Diocese of Syracuse was erected, November 20, 1886, by 
Pope Leo XIII. It comprises seven counties of central New York 
with an area of 5,629 square miles. This Diocese also covers 
holy and historic ground. The Onondagas and Oneidas occupied 
the land around the lakes that bear their names and near the city 
of Syracuse was the village of Onondaga, the seat of government 
of League of the Five Nations. The Jesuit missionaries and the 
Franciscan Recollects worked among the Indians until driven 
out by the Dutch and English. Early in the nineteenth century 
the white settlers began to come, and about 1817 the first parish 
was established at Syracuse. The Diocese, in 1916, has 150 
priests and 127 churches, with a Catholic population of about 
151,463. 

1. The first bishop was the Right Rev. Patrick A. Ludden, born January 
25, 1846, appointed Bishop of Syracuse, December 14, 1886, and consecrated, 
May 1, 1887. He died, August 6, 1912. 

2. The second and present bishop is the Right Rev. John Grimes, born at 
Limerick, Ireland, in 1853 and ordained, February 19, 1882. He was appointed 
titular Bishop of Imeria, February 1, 1909, and Coadjutor to Bishop Ludden. 
He was consecrated, May 16, 1909, and became Bishop of Syracuse, August 6, 
1912. 

Right Rev. Owen B. Coeeigan, D.D., 

Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore. 

(To be continued) 



